
Energy Performance Benchmarking 
for the City of Seattle

IFMA Seattle Education Symposium
March 11, 2010

City of Seattle
Department of Planning and Development



Agenda

� Developing the disclosure policy

� What does it mean?

� Energy code changes

Questions

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

� Questions
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Climate Action Plan

� Transportation choices & compact communities

� Clean energy & efficient buildings

� Clean fuels and fleets

� Community mobilization

Other

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

Industrial 

Operations

Industrial 

Buildings

Commercial

Residential
Other

Transportation

Buildings account for 26% 
of our carbon footprint



� Improve the energy efficiency of residential and 
commercial buildings
– Improve energy efficiency in existing buildings by 20% 
by 2020

– Improve energy efficiency in new buildings and major 
retrofits consistent with intent of the 2030 Challenge

� Create job opportunities in the green economy

Green Building Capital Initiative
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� Create job opportunities in the green economy

� Save Seattle residents and businesses money on 
energy costs



Process

� New Buildings

� Existing Buildings

� 50 stakeholders in 14 meetings July 2008 to Jan 2009 
to provide feedback on policies the City could adopt to 
meet these goals

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

Existing Buildings

� Evaluation Criteria:
– Energy Efficiency Potential

– Economic Impacts

– Cost of Implementation

– Cost Effectiveness

– Administrative Feasibility
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Seattle Disclosure Ordinance

Council Bill 116731 passed Feb 4, 2010

Goal:  allow an informed market to drive 

energy efficiency improvements

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

energy efficiency improvements

� Benchmarking -> building owners

� Disclosure -> affected parties

� Annual reporting -> City of Seattle



Flow Diagram
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Based on actual “whole – building” 
energy performance data

Normalizes for factors that affect 
energy use intensity:

� Climate/weather
� Size
� Occupancy
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Implementation Schedule

Sector Requirements

Large Multi-Family � Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 

Manager benchmarking data

� Reported through EPA secure server

Properties ≥ 5 Units

5,760 Buildings 

93,800 Units

� By Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter
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93,800 Units

Commercial/ Institutional � Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 

Manager benchmarking data and rating

� Reported through EPA secure server 

Properties > 50,000 SF

680 Buildings, 104 million SF

� By Apr 1, 2011 and annually thereafter

Properties 10,000 to 50,000 SF

2,330 Buildings, 49 million SF

� By Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter



Energy Code Goals

� Seattle Resolution 30280 directs DPD and 

Seattle City Light to “propose to the City 

Council=amendments to the Seattle 

Energy Code=to achieve up to 20% 

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

Energy Code=to achieve up to 20% 

enhanced energy efficiency beyond the 

current version of ASHRAE/IESNA 

Standard 90.1”  (Standard 90.1-2007)

url:  http://seattle.gov/dpd/energy
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Key Changes

WA State Energy Code plus=

� Improvements to building envelope
(continuous air barrier, exterior shading, bldg orientation)

� Higher mechanical equipment efficiencies

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

� Higher mechanical equipment efficiencies

� Lower lighting power densities

� New renewable energy requirements
(provide approx 2.8% of total energy consumption)

� Revised sub-metering requirements

(information at system/tenant level)
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Energy Code Timeline

� Feb 8 to Mar 29 – public comment period

� Apr – CCAB provides recommendations

� Apr/May – DPD considers 

recommendations and forwards ordinance 

www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

recommendations and forwards ordinance 

to the Mayor

� Jun/Jul – City Council consideration and 

approval

� 60 days later – new code takes effect
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Building a better Seattle.

Jayson Jayson AntonoffAntonoff
City of SeattleCity of Seattle

Questions?Questions?
City of SeattleCity of Seattle

Department of Planning and DevelopmentDepartment of Planning and Development

Energy Energy / Climate Change Policy Advisor/ Climate Change Policy Advisor

jayson.antonoff@seattle.govjayson.antonoff@seattle.gov

206.386.9791206.386.9791

www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/CityGreenBuildingwww.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/CityGreenBuilding


